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proud record of being the second oldest news-
paper of any kind to be published in Ohio, and 
the oldest newspaper bearing its original name 
west of the Appalachian Mountains. 

The Newspaper was first published on Feb-
ruary 13, 1807 by John McLean, a former 
member of this great body. Mr. Mclean also 
served our nation as United States Postmaster 
General, and an Associate Justice on the Ohio 
and United States Supreme Courts. 

Currently, the paper is owned and published 
by Cox Communications, which was founded 
by James Middleton Cox, who also served as 
a Member of this House. 

Madam Speaker, The Western Star is an 
award winning weekly newspaper that exem-
plifies the ideal of a free press, one of this na-
tion’s greatest rights. Today, I ask my col-
leagues to join me in recognizing the 202 year 
tradition of the Western Star and in wishing 
the newspaper continued success in the fu-
ture. 
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TRIBUTE TO THE DAUGHTERS OF 
SUNSET 

HON. JO ANN EMERSON 
OF MISSOURI 
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Mrs. EMERSON. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to commend the Daughters of Sunset, 
an active group of leaders in Sikeston, Mis-
souri, devoted to the improvement of our com-
munity. The Daughters of Sunset were found-
ed in 1984, and this year they celebrate their 
25th anniversary. 

In southern Missouri, we are very fortunate 
to have many organizations that serve their 
neighbors and create opportunities for young 
Americans. One of the cornerstones of the 
Daughters of Sunset is a scholarship program 
that enables young people in Sikeston to 
achieve the dream of attending college. It’s 
truly a program that opens doors to talented 
students that would never be available to them 
otherwise. Even better, the recipients of the 
Daughters of Sunset scholarship often take 
the lesson of this local support to heart; they 
stay in southern Missouri to put their edu-
cations to work and give back to the commu-
nity that sent them to college. 

The philosophy of the Daughters of Sunset 
is grounded in community service. They seek 
out opportunities to recognize the service of 
others, and they are recognized throughout 
the community as a reliable friend to any 
neighbor in need of a helping hand. 

We are fortunate to have the Daughters of 
Sunset in Sikeston, and I am very proud to 
congratulate them on 25 years of service to 
the Eighth Congressional District and to com-
mend them to the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for all of their good works. 
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Mr. TOWNS. Madam Speaker, on February 
8, 2009, Mrs. Edith Lovell, a resident of Brook-
lyn, New York, celebrated her 105th birthday. 

She was born on February 8, 1904 in Bar-
bados, West Indies. She migrated to the 
United States in 1924 and resided with family 
in Harlem. A few years later, she married 
Samuel Lovell and relocated to Brooklyn, New 
York. 

Mrs. Lovell is the mother of the late Muriel 
Lovell Sealy and the mother of Dr. Alvin 
Lovell. She has three grandchildren, Angela 
Graham and Kelley Sealy and Alison Lovell; 
two great grandchildren, Philip and Amanda 
Graham; one great great granddaughter, 
Angelique; nephews, nieces and cousins, in-
cluding New York State Supreme Court Jus-
tice Valerie Brathwaite Nelson. 

She enjoys reading, history, the company of 
family and friends and participating in lively 
social and political discussions. She was a 
strong supporter of Barack Obama during the 
recent campaign and was proud to witness the 
historic occasion and celebrated his Inaugura-
tion as the 44th President of the United 
States. 

Mrs. Lovell was an avid gardener until re-
cently; she was the recipient of the 2003 
Award for the Greenest Block in Brooklyn. 

As we celebrate the various events honoring 
African Americans during the month of Feb-
ruary, I truly believe we should include the 
name of Ms. Edith Lovell. I am proud to join 
the United States Congress and our nation in 
honoring this great trailblazer. 
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Mr. BOYD. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
with mixed emotions to pay tribute to my de-
parting Chief of Staff, Libby Greer. Libby has 
spent the last 71⁄2 years with my office, where 
she has served as my trusted advisor, my 
right arm, and my friend. 

As people who know her will tell you, Libby 
has a knowledge of policy and a political acu-
men that have made her a compelling force. 
She has been a steadfast leader in both my 
office and within the Blue Dogs, while serving 
as a mentor to countless folks. Her contribu-
tion to my public service and commitment to 
the people of North Florida have made a last-
ing impression from Washington, D.C. all the 
way down to Florida. 

It is with immense gratitude that I thank 
Libby for her years of service and friendship. 
Words simply cannot express how much she 
has meant to me, to my family, and to my 
public service efforts for the past 71⁄2 years. 
Today, I join my wife, Cissy, in wishing her 
much happiness and the best of luck in this 
new chapter of her life. 
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Mr. DINGELL. Madam Speaker. I rise today 
to honor the 50th anniversary of the Monroe/ 

Lenawee County AFL–CIO Central Labor 
Council (CLC). On January 28, 1959, nine 
local unions from the American Federation of 
Labor, known as the Monroe Central Labor 
Union, and sixteen local unions from the Con-
gress of Industrial Organizations, known as 
the Monroe County CIO Industrial Union 
Council, held a merger convention in the his-
toric Philip Murray Building in downtown Mon-
roe, Michigan. 

The purpose of this convention was to dis-
solve their Charters of the Monroe Central 
Labor Union and the Monroe County CIO In-
dustrial Union Council and adopt a new con-
stitution under which the two organizations 
would merge and form one new organization. 
On February 9, 1959, the National AFL–CIO 
granted a charter to the Monroe County AFL– 
CIO Central Labor Council 

The Central Labor Council has worked for 
50 years to secure a united action of union 
Locals to protect, maintain and advance the 
interest of all working people. These efforts in-
clude building support and advocacy for work-
er friendly legislation, furthering the accept-
ance of collective bargaining in the workplace 
and educating the general public on the impor-
tance of the American Labor Movement. The 
CLC’s commitment to the betterment of their 
community has never waivered, and their un-
selfish willingness to lead by example has un-
doubtedly contributed to a higher standard of 
living for—not only union members, but for all 
people in Monroe, Lenawee, and the sur-
rounding communities. 

The Monroe County AFL–CIO Central Labor 
Council mission statement has not strayed 
from its original purpose and remains com-
mitted to education, organizing, mobilizing and 
creating activities for the common good and 
welfare of their community. 

Madam Speaker, I ask that my colleagues 
rise and join me in commending the Monroe/ 
Lenawee County AFL–CIO Central Labor 
Council on 50 years of advocacy for workers 
and tremendous service to the community. 
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HONORING THE 250TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AMHERST, MASSACHU-
SETTS 

HON. JOHN W. OLVER 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Friday, February 13, 2009 

Mr. OLVER. Madam Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate the founding of Amherst, Massachu-
setts 250 years ago on February 13, 1759. 
The following history provided by the Amherst 
Historical Society paints a fascinating picture 
of a town I have been honored to represent 
my entire legislative career. 

Two hundred fifty years ago, a section of 
Hadley, Massachusetts became the district of 
Amherst when local men petitioned the gov-
ernment of Massachusetts Bay to incorporate 
Hadley’s Second Precinct (as Amherst was of-
ficially called) as a district which could hold 
town meetings and govern itself. On February 
13, 1759, a bill was passed and the royal gov-
ernor, Thomas Pownall, named the new dis-
trict ‘‘Amherst’’ to honor his friend General 
Jeffery Amherst, who had recently led a suc-
cessful military expedition against the French 
in Canada. 

Hadley famers, who had been grazing their 
cattle on Amherst lands since the late 1600s, 
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